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Module 2: Start Here 
 

"I have come to believe that a great teacher is a great artist and that there are as 
few as there are any other great artists. Teaching might even be the greatest of the 

arts since the medium is the human mind and spirit." - John Steinbeck 
 
Too often, students are unable to effectively participate in learning activities in the language 
classrooms, not because they do not understand the content but because teachers do not 
provide clear instructions. Through this module, you will explore the challenges, purposes, and 
ways of giving clear instruction in your English classrooms. You will learn how to give clear 
instructions using English and engage students to participate in communicative learning tasks. 
 
By the end of the module, you will be able to: 
 

§ describe the features of good teacher talk 
§ use several modeling strategies 
§ write and practice speaking effective teacher talk for your lessons 
§ reflect on how to prepare a teacher talk and share a sample teacher talk using an activity 
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Explore 
 

 
2.1. Watch 

 
Explore ideas for giving clear directions by watching two videos. 
 

§ Video 1: Giving Clear Instructions for Forming Groups 
 

o This video will help you deliver your instructions in simpler and more 
comprehensible ways to your students.  Click here for the PDF of the script for 
Video 1. 

o Link to YouTube: https://youtu.be/t8HvGLe68Sk 
 

 
 

§ Video 2: Teacher Talk for Managing Activities 
 

o This video is about more examples for effective teacher talk for managing activities.  Click 
here for the PDF of the script for Video 2. 

o Link to YouTube: https://youtu.be/HI8yVzyVBYM 
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Teaching English Through English 
Module 2 Video 1 Script 

Giving Clear Instructions for Forming Groups 
 
Hello English Teachers! Are you ready to power up your English class? Here are some tips for 
giving clear instructions when forming groups and using a textbook exercise. 
   
Teacher Talk for Forming Groups 
First, let’s see some examples of long and unclear instructions. 
  
“Ok, what I want you to do is just to get into groups and talk together about what you did over 
the weekend.” 
 
What is the purpose of these instructions? Yes, the teacher wants the students to have a 
group discussion. Do you think this teacher talk is effective?  
 
The sentence in this instruction is grammatically correct and we can understand what the 
teacher is trying to have her students do. However, giving instructions in a language classroom 
requires careful consideration of your learners. 
  
You may have noticed that this instruction is lumped together in one long sentence. It can be a 
challenge for beginning language learners to understand the task, start engaging, and 
complete the group work. Many times, students need more support than teachers realize, so 
by making instructions clear and simple, students can get right to the task. 
  
Now - let’s think about how to give clear and supportive instructions for this task. How would 
you make the instructions clear and effective for your students? I will give you 15 seconds to 
think about it. Ready? Go! 
 
Welcome back! If you need more time to think, just pause the video. Let’s see if your ideas are 
similar to mine. Teachers need to break down each instruction step by step and check 
students' understanding of each step. Here is an example of how this kind of teacher talk can 
improve. 
  
Step 1, introduce the group discussion topic. For example, you can say, 
 
T: “Today, you will talk about what activities you did over the weekend.  
 
Step 2, before asking them to jump into the task, model the conversation for them. Let’s give 
it a try:  
T: Anna, what did you do last Saturday?” 
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The student might answer, “I visited my grandmother’s house.”   
 
T: “You did? What did you do with your grandmother?” 
S: “I cooked…and I have dinner.” 
T: “Oh, you cooked and had dinner with her? How nice!” 
S: “Yes, I had dinner with my grandmother.” 
  
You can go for another round with another student to make sure your students understand 
the discussion topic. As you can see, this modeling also provides your students with both 
language samples and how the group activity will be carried out. 
  
Step 3, you can ask your students to form groups. The teacher talk we first examined is missing 
specific guidance for this step. You want to be clear about the size of the group, the duration, 
and the purpose of activity. When you try it for the first time, it is better if you assign them in 
groups.  
 
For example, you can say,  
 
“Students A, B, and C, you are in Group 1”,  
 
and ask the students to gather in one area of the classroom for their group activity: 
 
“Group 1, please go to that corner. Group 2, please gather in the middle. Group 3, come sit 
together near the front of the room.”  
 
It’s also a good idea to have names of students and their group designations either on the 
board or on a piece of paper as a visual reference.  
  
Step 4, once students form their groups, remind them of their task one more time. 
  
T: “I will give you five minutes to discuss your weekend. After 5 minutes, one person from each 
group will present what you talked about.” 
 
Remember, giving clear instructions in English is critical for students to engage in the task well. It 
also gives students exposure to real, meaningful language input from the teacher. Using 
handouts and body language to accompany clear instructions can support when students are not 
familiar with lessons in English. You can gradually reduce these supports when you see that your 
students are becoming more independent with only the verbal instructions.  
 
Thanks for watching and learning. Now, let’s go do it! 
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Teaching English Through English 

Module 2 Video 2 Script 
Teacher Talk for Managing Activities 

 
Hello English teachers! Are you ready to power up your English class? Here are some tips for 
using more English to manage activities in your language classrooms.  
 
To use more English in the classroom, teachers need good language skills in English. However, 
language competency is not just about giving clear instructions in English. Effective activity 
management is necessary to facilitate student engagement and learning. This means that the 
teachers are responsible for thinking and planning about how to help students engage better in 
language tasks. In other words, managing an activity step-by-step is crucial to improving student 
engagement and learning. 
 
For example, to do a listening activity, a teacher might say, 
“We are going to listen to this story. Please answer the questions on the handout.” 
These are clear instructions in English. However, it does not support students in the listening 
process. Students may not understand what the questions on the handout mean. They can be 
easily confused, because listening to understand English is challenging for many students. On 
top of that, if they do not understand the questions on the handout, we are setting our 
students up to fail in this task. Also, there is no expectation from the teacher for students to 
interact with one another.  
 
Instead, let’s see how a teacher can prepare students more effectively through a listening 
activity. Pay attention to how the teacher gives step-by-step instructions for this activity. 
 
Step 1, before the first listening, the teacher says, 
“All right, we are going to listen to a story now. Let’s listen first to find out what the story is 
about. You don’t have to take any notes. Let’s just listen for the main idea. Are you ready? Let’s 
start!” 
 
Step 2, at the end of the first listening, the teacher says,  
Okay Students! Can anyone tell us what the story is about? Please raise your hand. Peter? Can 
you tell us what it is about?” 
The student might say, 
 “Lena is worried about something. And friends give her advice.” 
 
In Steps 1 & 2, the teacher gives the students a chance to get a general idea of the story 
through the first listening opportunity. In this way, students can make educated guesses on the 
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listening content, before doing more complicated listening or speaking tasks. You are helping 
them to build schema. 
 
Step 3, the teacher engages her students in pairs for the main listening comprehension task 
using the same listening excerpt. 
 
“On this handout, there are some specific questions. Please answer them with your elbow 
partner.” 
 
The teacher can facilitate the pairing by saying,  
“You two can pair up, and you two (point to students). Does everyone have a partner?” 
Also, make sure everyone has a handout to work in pairs.  
“Does everyone have a handout?” (raise it overhead and show). 
 
Step 4, go over the questions. Once all students receive a handout and have a partner, the 
teacher can go over the questions on the handout to check for students' understanding. This 
process supports student comprehension. There are several ways to do this. 
“Okay, let’s go over each question one by one and make sure everyone understands. Sonia, 
would you please read number 1?”  
 
Another way is to have different student volunteers read the questions out loud by asking,  
“Does anyone want to volunteer to read? Please raise your hand.” 
 
Also, the teacher can have the partners read the questions to each other so everyone can also 
practice speaking, not just one or two students. 
“Please read out loud the questions with your partner, alternating one at a time. Make sure you 
understand each question. If you do not, please raise your hand. I will come and help you.”  
 
And once everyone goes over the handout questions, the teacher can do a whole group 
comprehension check by asking,  
“What questions do you have?” or “Do you have any questions?” or “Is there a question you 
need me to clarify?” 
 
Step 5, if everyone understood the questions, the teacher can say,  
“Now, let’s listen to the story again. Please listen carefully. We will find more details about 
Lena’s troubles and what advice Kenny and Yusef give her. You may now write notes in your 
notebook.” 
 
Step 6, after the story is heard a second time, give them time to complete the handout in pairs. 
“All right, I will give you ten minutes to answer the questions on the handout together with your 
partner. Ready? Go ahead.” 
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While partners are working together on the handout, what should the teacher do? Yes, the 
teacher can move around the classroom and give assistance to the pairs. Also, give them time 
warnings such as “You have three minutes left!” to help them manage their time. 
 
Step 7, the teacher can announce that time is up and go over the answers. There are also 
several different ways to do this, too, to increase student engagement. 
“Time’s up! Does any pair want to share your answers? What is the answer to number one? 
Raise your hand.” 
 
As the students volunteer answers, the teacher can write down their answers on the board 
using complete sentences.  
 
Or a volunteer from each pair can come up to the board and write the answers. 
The teacher can say,  
“Any volunteers to answer number one? Okay, thank you. Lin, what is the answer to number 
one?” 
“Please send one person from each pair up to the board. Write each answer down using a 
complete sentence. Who wants to answer number one? Could you come up and answer two? 
Thank you.”  
 
At the end of the listening task, the teacher can always praise the students for their good work 
by saying, 
“Nice work on the listening task, everyone!”  
“Great teamwork!”  
“I am so happy and proud that you worked hard on this activity.”  
“It wasn’t easy, but you all did a good job!” 
 
Now, what do you think about these activity management strategies? Do you think the step-by-
step approach to using English can be used in your classroom? I hope so! Feel free to practice 
these teacher talk examples and think about other creative ways to use English to effectively 
manage classroom activities. 
 
Thanks for watching and learning! Now, let’s go do it! 
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2.2. Read  
 

Explore ideas for giving clear directions by reading at least two articles. 
 
§ Article 1: Common Mistakes in Teacher Talk by Hyunsun Chung and Woomee Kim 
 

o This article shows some of the common mistakes in teacher talks, but how these 
can be overcome through reflection and practice.  

 
o Source: Chung, H. & Kim, W. (2021). Common mistakes in teacher talk. English 

Speaking Nation for Uzbekistan Program. 
 

§ Article 2: Giving Effective Instructions: Using Think Aloud  by Hyunsun Chung and 
Woomee Kim 

 
o Think Aloud can be used by EFL teachers to model classroom language and critical 

thinking for students. This article provides teaching tips on using Think Aloud to 
give effective instructions to students. 

 
o Source: Chung, H. & Kim, W. (2021). Modeling and effective Instructions. English 

Speaking Nation for Uzbekistan Program. 
 
§ Article 3: The Movable Class: How to Class-Manage for More Active and Healthful 

Lessons by Kevin McCaughey  
 

o This article emphasizes the importance of movement during learning and 
suggests activities that allow movement of learners during instruction to create 
interactive learning environments.  

 
o Source: McCaughey, K. (2018). The movable class: how to class-manage for more 

active and healthful lessons. English Teaching Forum, 56(1), 2-13. 
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/the_movable_class_-
_kevin_mccaughey.pdf 
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2.3. Search  

Explore more teaching resources about giving clear directions . You can also search these websites for 
more teaching resources: 
 

§ Basic English Speaking: Resources 
§ ESL Base: TEFL  

 
(Hint: Try using these keywords: giving instructions in English, checking progress, teacher talk) 
Take notes here: 
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Do 
 

 

2.4. Think  

What are the challenges you have experienced when giving instructions effectively in English? 
What are the factors that are causing these challenges in your context? What strategies are you 
using to overcome the challenges of giving clear instructions to your students? 
 
Take notes here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.5. Create 

Using your cellphone or another camera, create a short video (less than 90 seconds) of you 
giving effective instructions in English to your students. You don’t need to have real students in 
front of you for this video, you can say a set of instructions that fit your teaching context. To 
create this video, you can consider the following: 
 

§ Write a monologue of clear instructions that you say to your students. 
§ Write a dialogue with a teacher and students, with the teacher giving clear instructions 

and students responding to the teacher. 
§ In your video, you can role play on your own or ask another person to record with you. 

You do not need to have actual students in the video. 
§ You may use expressions that are presented in this module and/or other expressions that 

you need to use in your teaching. 
§ Practice saying your script as needed, before recording your video. 

 
Note: This will be added to your Portfolio.  
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2.6. Share 

 
Share the video you have created in your group chat. You may use the following message as a 
template: 
 
Example: Hello, Colleagues! The (activity/video/routine/ instructions)  I want to share is called 
_______________________________________________________ (activity  title). This activity 
is effective 
because_______________________________________________________________________
____________________________. (Be sure to attach your activity  file.) 
 
 

 

2.7. Apply 

 
After you share the video in the group chat, watch through your colleagues' posts. Find at least 
one or two videos that have the samples of instructions you may use. 
 
Consider these questions when selecting videos to apply in your classroom instruction: 
 

§ Which of the suggested instructions do you think can be adaptable to your teaching 
context? Why and why not? 

§ How did the other teacher use it and what made these instructions effective? 
 
Take notes here: 
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2.8. Reflect  
 
 
 
 
 

Write 1-2 paragraphs to reflect on Module 2 (300-500 words). You may use what you have 
created, shared, and applied in the previous tasks. You may also use the following as a template 
and fill in the blanks.  
 

§ Before this module about giving clear instructions, I used to   (think/believe/use) 
_______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________. 

§ Now I (think/believe/plan to use) 
_______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________. 

§ This is important because 
_______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________. 

§ I (created/found) an example of effective instructions in Module 2 that I could use in my 
class to increase the use of English in the classroom. It is called (activity/routine title) 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
and I could use this during _________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ (when?/how?/why?).  

§ I like it because (apply Module 2 content) 
_______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________. 

§ I might need to modify the (activity/routine) for my classroom because 
_______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
Note: This will be added to your Portfolio.  
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Module 2 Checklist:  
  
    I watched two videos.  

      I read three articles.  
      I searched for a few new web resources to help my teaching.  
      I thought about challenges I have experienced in giving instructions effectively in English  

and wrote down some reflections. 
      I created a short video of myself giving instructions effectively to my students. 
      I shared my short video with my colleagues on Telegram.  
      I applied at least one new way to give effective instructions from my Telegram group in my  

teaching context. 
      I wrote 1-2 paragraphs to reflect on my learning in Module 2. 
 


