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Module 7: Start Here 
 
"The most dangerous phrase in the language is, 'We've always done it this way!'."   

- Grace Murray Hopper 
 

There are many good teaching materials published, but even good materials are not perfect for 
every teaching context. With the advance of technology, especially the Internet, rich 
instructional resources can also be found online. However, in order to meet the diverse needs of 
your teaching situations, it becomes necessary to adapt the teaching resources to deliver 
effective communicative instruction in English. In this module, you will have a chance to reflect 
on your teaching contexts and materials available to you. You will also explore ways to effectively 
adapt your teaching materials to foster a communicative classroom in English.  
 
By the end of the module, you will be able to: 
 

§ analyze textbook lessons/activities and adapt content for appropriate and meaningful use 
to meet the learner needs and enhance classroom interactions 

§ use textbook, ancillary materials, and other relevant sources to develop an effective 
communicative lesson/activities appropriate for your learning environment 
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Explore 
 

 
7.1. Watch 

 
Explore ideas for increasing classroom interaction by watching three videos. 
 

§ Video 1: Adapting Textbook Activities 

o This video explains the reasons behind the necessity of adapting textbook 
activities. Also, it suggest ideas on how to adapt an activity using a textbook 
activity sample. Click here for the PDF of the script for Video 1. 

o Link to YouTube: https://youtu.be/NWBGSjnKdpA 
 

 
 
  

§ Video 2: Tips for Adapting Teaching Materials 

o This video suggest tips on how to adapt your teaching resources to promote 
communication in your English classroom. Click here for the PDF of the script for 
Video 2. 

o Link to YouTube: https://youtu.be/mai-Gor0wMM 
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Teaching English Through English 
Module 7 Video 1 Script 

Adapting Textbook Activities 
 
Hello, English teachers! Are you ready to power up your English classroom? Here are some tips 
for you to consider when adapting textbook activities. 
  
There are many good teaching materials that are published. But even good materials are not 
perfect for every situation. Even the best materials need some adjustments. Our students’ 
learning contexts are diverse and dynamic, and we have the responsibility to respond to their 
learning needs. 
  
Let’s warm up our minds about adapting textbook activities. I have two questions for you. 
Number one, what does “adapting textbook activities” mean? And number two, why do you 
need to adapt textbook activities in your context? I will give you 15 seconds to write down your 
ideas. If you need more time, just pause the video. Ready? Go! 
 
[clock for 15 seconds] 
  
Welcome back! How did it go? Let me share my ideas with you. First, what does “adapting 
textbook activities” mean? It means modifying, adding or deleting, and reorganizing activities in 
a textbook. 
  
Second, why do you need to adapt textbook activities in your context? Here are some reasons 
teachers around the world adapt their textbook materials: It’s either 
 

• lack of time, 
• lack of necessary equipment, 
• curriculum requirements and/or restrictions, 
• cultural issues, 
• student language levels, 
• lack of variety of activity types, 
• boring materials, and 
• lack of clear goals. 

  
What about you? Did you have similar ideas? 
  
Remember, we want to create an interactive classroom environment! Our students need 
motivation, support, and integration of skills to develop as active and confident communicators. 
In order to meet these needs, how can we adapt an activity we find in our textbook that doesn’t 
have these qualities? What do you think? What do you do when activities in your textbook are: 
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• Not interactive enough? 
• Too difficult? 
• Too boring? 
• Or not motivating for your students? 

  
Let’s think together a little deeper here about a sample activity I found in a textbook. Take a 
look!  
 

 
“Adapting Textbook Activity Sample 1” by Woomee Kim is licensed under CC BY 4.0 
 
First, is the activity interactive enough? Not really. It’s just a fill in the blank exercise and does 
not require any interaction to complete. An advanced student might finish it in 2 minutes and a 
struggling student may just end up guessing or may not care about this exercise at all! As it is, it 
does not encourage communication and only enforces the knowledge of vocabulary. However, it 
does present relevant and useful vocabulary for our daily lives, so it definitely has good potential 
to be enhanced. 
  
Next, is the text and content in the activity a bit difficult or not challenging enough? You will have 
to assess the difficulty, because you know your students’ learner proficiency levels. However, 
providing some sample responses can scaffold their learning. You can also go over a few of these 
together as a whole class by asking your students, “Before you start, let’s do a couple of these 
together. Which activity goes with the verb, do?” 
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Last, will this textbook activity motivate your students to engage in communication in English? 
The answer is no and that is where we step in! We can adapt this activity to be engaging and 
interactive by adding an interview in pairs. For example, after students initially complete the 
exercise, you can ask them to choose three activities that they actually did yesterday, do 
regularly and want to do. And with their partner, students can interview each other and even be 
ready with follow-up questions for extending authentic conversations. Let’s take a look at some 
of the examples. 
 
You can also ask follow-up questions about their activities. Here is a sample conversation you can 
use to practice. 
  
Student A:    What did you do yesterday? 
Student B:    I had a party. 
Student A:    Why did you have a party? 
Student B:    It was my birthday! 
  
Student A:    What do you regularly do every day? 
Student B:    I make breakfast every day. 
Student A:    What did you make today? 
Student B:    I made coffee and an egg sandwich for breakfast. 
 
Student A:    What do you want to do this weekend? 
Student B:    I want to go hiking. 
Student A:    Where will you go hiking? 
Student B:    I will go hiking at a park. 
 

You might even want to turn this into a mingling activity! The possibilities to promote 
interactions are endless! Now, try this with one activity in your textbook and think about how to 
adapt or enhance it. Remember - if textbook activity is not interactive enough, provide a 
communicative activity. If the learners need more support because the text is difficult, offer an 
appropriate text or adapt the text for your learners’ proficiency level. If the activity is boring and 
students need more motivation, adapt the activity to your students’ interests. And if the activity 
is not integrating all four language skills, design a task that does.  
Thanks for watching and learning. Now, let’s go do it! 
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Teaching English Through English 
Module 7 Video 2 Script 

Tips for Adapting Teaching Materials 
  
Hello, English Teachers! Are you ready to power up your English classroom? Here are some tips 
for you to consider when Adapting Teaching Materials. 
  
Adapting textbooks is modifying, adding or deleting, reorganizing and extending the content and 
tasks from a textbook. We want our classes to be interactive and promote more communication 
in English. However, our textbook or other teaching resources may not lead to authentic 
communication in English. Not only that, our materials may not motivate our students to learn. 
How can we adapt our textbook materials to promote communication in English and get our 
students excited to learn? 
  
There are three tips I want to suggest to you. Tip number one – Use a jigsaw activity to lighten 
the load and promote more communication. When you see long and difficult reading or listening 
passages in your teaching resource, you can adapt them into shorter, digestible chunks. For 
example, long reading or listening passages can be cut up or divided into parts that can each be 
distributed to small groups. It’s like a jigsaw puzzle, and each group gets one piece of the puzzle. 
After each group learns the information in their short passage, they can exchange information 
from their part with other groups or the whole class. (Show an example) As you can see, jigsaw 
activities are a great way to lessen the load while promoting communication. 
  
Tip number two – modify tasks based on learner preferences. For instance, visual learners can be 
encouraged to draw or use images such as storyboards or graphic organizers. For auditory 
learner preferences, students can be paired up and read a text together or to each other with 
their partners. For kinesthetic learners, they can perform role plays or mini dramas. In fact, 
integrating and using all of these strategies will support all learners, so when adapting textbooks, 
modify the tasks by adding visual, auditory and kinesthetic supports. As these examples show, 
adding pair work and small group work can be used to effectively adapt an activity based on 
learning preferences and create an interactive learning environment. 
  
Last but not least, tip number three – adapt your teaching materials to be culturally appropriate 
or culturally relevant to your local context. Let’s think! How often do you adapt your textbooks 
and materials because of cultural reasons? Almost always, frequently, sometimes, rarely, or 
never? There are times when teaching resources have to be adapted due to cultural reasons. 
Maybe your students don’t have the background knowledge about a particular culture in a video 
clip. For example, different cultures see characteristics of animals differently. In U.S. culture, we 
think of foxes as sly, owls as wise, dogs as loyal, black cats as bad luck. What about in your 
culture? Is it the same or different? Or perhaps an article includes information that is 
not culturally suitable for learning within your context. Maybe it has a topic that is taboo. In such 
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cases, feel free to adapt the content to make sense for your culture while promoting 
understanding of other international cultures! 
 
Remember that our students will use English in the future to communicate with people from 
different countries and cultures around the world. We should engage our English learners with 
cultural material from around the world as well as helping our students learn to express aspects 
of their culture in English.  
  
A word of advice to you all is, don’t ever feel pressured to teach everything that is in your 
textbook or teaching resource exactly the way they are presented! As long as we are meeting 
the learning objectives, feel free to explore the different options and methods of instruction 
available and adapt from the teaching resources to make your students’ learning interesting, fun, 
and interactive! 
  
Thanks for watching and learning. Now, let’s go do it! 
  
Adapted from: 
  
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/webinar_15.2_-_slides_for_ae.pdf 
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7.2. Read  
 

Explore ideas for extending textbook activities with communicative activities by reading at least 
two articles. 
 

§ Article 1: Adapting Textbook Activities for Communicative Teaching and Cooperative 
Learning  by Anson Yang and Chan-piu Cheung 

 
o This article shows small changes that can be made to adapt textbook activities in 

order to foster communicative language learning environment.  
o Source: Yang, A., & Cheung, Ch. (2003). Adapting textbook activities for 

communicative teaching and cooperative learning. English Teaching Forum, 41(3), 
16-24. https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/03-41-3-d.pdf 

 

§ Article 2: Considerations for Adapting Materials to Meet Learner Needs  
 

o This article suggests learner considerations that should be made when adapting 
from textbook activities to meet the learners' various needs.  

o Source:  U.S. Department of State, American English. (n.d.). Considerations for 
adapting materials to meet learner needs. 
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/06_june_teachers_corn
er_adapting_materials_week_1_final.pdf  
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7.3. Search  

Explore additional web resources on adapting teaching materials in your English classrooms. You 
can also search these websites for more teaching resources: 
  

§ American English Resources page  
 

§ Open Educational Resources Commons  
 

§ British Council Teaching Secondary Resources  
 

§ BrainPop video resources 
 

§ Discovery Education video resources 
 

§ National Geographic Learning Webinars  
(Hint: Try using these keywords: adapting textbooks, differentiated instruction, large class sizes. 
Type the keywords in the “Search Our Resources” space located in the middle of the web page. 
Explore the other sites using a similar approach.) 
Take notes here: 
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Do 
 

 

7.4. Think  

Examine the teaching resources you currently use in your school, including your textbook. 
Choose a picture, a reading passage, written assignments and/or practice exercises from your 
resource. How can these be adapted and used to give your students more chances to use their 
English communicatively? 
  
OR 
  
Consider the activities/classroom strategies presented in this module (and any others you’ve 
already completed). You can also find these in the Activity Bank, as well as from the Activity 
Shares. How can you incorporate one or more of these strategies into your adapted 
textbook/resource activities to enhance meaningful communication in your classroom? 

 
Take notes here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

27 

 

 

 
7.5. Create 

 
Create an adapted textbook lesson/activity. Choose a lesson (or a part of a lesson) that you 
would like to adapt from your textbook. Describe your learner characteristics and teaching 
context. Which lesson/activity would you adapt and why? Present your newly adapted 
lesson/activity. Suggestions for activity adaptation: 
  

§ Make it into a role play 
§ Make it into a pair/group work 
§ Make it into a team quiz 
§ Simplify the language 
§ Replace with a jigsaw reading 
§ Use an information gap activity 
§ Gallery walk, reflect, and comment 
§ What else? What has worked for you in the past? 

Are there any new activities you have learned in this module (or learned recently) that you 
would like to use in this textbook adaptation task?  

 
Note: This will be added to your Portfolio.  

 

 

7.6. Share 

 
Share the adapted lesson/activity you created in the group chat. Be sure you post an adapted 
lesson/activity that you have not seen already in the group chat. Please post a brief message and 
attach a Word document, PDF, or PPT slides with your activity. 
  
Example 
Hello, Colleagues! The activity I want to share to increase classroom interaction is called 
__________________________________________________________ (activity title).  This 
activity is effective because_____________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________. See the three 
simple steps in the attached file  for an example on how I use this activity in my classroom to 
increase interaction. (Be sure to attach your activity  file).  
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7.7. Apply 

 
After you share an adapted lesson/activity in the group chat, read through your colleagues' 
lessons/activities. Find at least one or two new lessons/activities in the group chat that you can 
use in your next class. Apply the new lesson/activity from this module in your next class. If it was 
a success, be sure to send a message and tell your colleague "Thank you!" and why it was 
effective. 
 
Take notes here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7.8. Reflect  
 
 
 
 
 

Write 1-2 paragraphs to reflect on Module 7 (300-500 words). You may use what you have 
created, shared, and applied in the previous tasks.  
 
Note: This will be added to your Portfolio.  

Take notes here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

29 

 

 

Module 7 Checklist:  
  
    I watched two videos.  

      I read two articles.  
      I searched for a few new web resources to help my teaching.  
      I thought about adapting textbook/classroom activities and wrote down some reflections. 
      I created an adapted textbook activity to promote meaningful communication  
         in my classroom. 
      I shared my adapted textbook activity with my colleagues on Telegram.  
      I applied at least one new adapted textbook activity/strategy from my Telegram group in  
         my teaching context. 
      I wrote 1-2 paragraphs to reflect on my learning in Module 7. 


