
 

   
  1 

© 2021 by George Mason University. Teaching English Through English Module 8 
Downloadable Packet for the English Speaking Nation Program for Uzbekistan, sponsored 
by the Embassy of the United States, Tashkent. This work is licensed under the Creative 
Commons Attribution 4.0 License, except where noted. To view a copy of this license, visit 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 

 

Teaching English Through English 
Module 8 

Creating and Facilitating Visually Stimulating Tasks 
 
Table of Contents 

Module 8: Start Here .......................................................................................................................... 2 

Explore ................................................................................................................................................ 3 
8.1. Watch ....................................................................................................................................... 3 
8.2. Read ....................................................................................................................................... 17 
8.3. Search .................................................................................................................................... 35 

Do ..................................................................................................................................................... 36 
8.4. Think ...................................................................................................................................... 36 
8.5. Create .................................................................................................................................... 37 
8.6. Share ...................................................................................................................................... 37 
8.7. Apply ...................................................................................................................................... 38 
8.8. Reflect .................................................................................................................................... 38 

Module 8 Checklist ........................................................................................................................... 39 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 

2 

 

 

Module 8: Start Here 
 
"To learn a language is to have one more window from which to look at 

the world." – Chinese Proverb 
 

English language students need visual input and stimulation to make meaning of their learning. 
Visually stimulating tasks can include both instructional resources and learning resources. As an 
instructional resource, visual tools can illuminate language through content and cultural 
connections. Especially when real-life situations may not be possible to create in the classroom, 
visual tools are the “realia” that can make language visible to students. Engaging students with 
visually stimulating tasks for learning, such as examining images of a cultural practice, has the 
potential to elicit meaningful conversations and discussion. In this module, you will explore how 
language learning can ignite creativity and critical thinking, while also supporting students in 
their language learning and development of intercultural competence. 
 
By the end of this module, you will be able to: 
 

§ understand the importance and positive effects of making learning visually stimulating 
for language learners 

§ identify visual tools that work best for your instructional context 
§ examine how visually stimulating tasks can lead learners through the critical thinking 

process 
§ discuss how a creating a visually stimulating task can be used to enhance a language 

activity (e.g., infographics, images, movie/video clips) 
§ create or reconstruct a language task to become a visually stimulating task 
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Explore 
 

 
8.1. Watch 

 
Explore ideas for creating and facilitating visually stimulating tasks by watching three videos. 
 

§ Video 1: Visual Tools for Language Learning 
 

o This video will introduce you to some ideas for using visual tools, such as graphic 
organizers, for language learning in your classroom. 

o Click here for the PDF of the script for Video 1. 
o Link to YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFmJIBjzJ0A  

 

 
 

§ Video 2: Strategies for Making Learning Visually Stimulating 
 

o This video will introduce you to some strategies for making learning visually 
stimulating, such as using charts and word walls.  

o Click here for the PDF of the script for Video 2. 
o Link to YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rPmuWZ8QYtw  
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

4 

 

 

§ Video 3: The KWLQ Chart 
 

o This video will introduce you to the graphic organizer known as the KWLQ Chart, 
which can be used as a pre- and/or post-formative assessment of student 
learning. 

o Click here for the PDF of the script for Video 3. 
o Link to YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80fq5PweK2Y  
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Teaching English Through English 
Module 8 Video 1 Script 

Visual Tools for Language Learning 
 

“Images, because of their vividness, are easier to recall than words.”  
(Ramirez, 2012, p. 36) 

 
Hello English teachers! Are you ready to power up your English class? Here are some tips for 
using visual tools with your students to enhance language learning. Just like the common saying, 
“Seeing is believing,” in this video you will see how visuals can be beneficial tools for students. 
For example, through using visuals such as posters, graphic organizers, images, and infographics, 
students enhance building their vocabulary and understanding how the language works. Being 
able to see how language is used in multiple ways can build students’ confidence and language 
production. 
 
Visual tools can be as simple or as complex as you would like to make them. Let’s start simple. 
Do you have a chalkboard, whiteboard, or posterboard in your classroom? These are all 
resources that can be used for visuals in instructional purposes. If you keep it simple, then you 
and your students will likely use them again and again for other language learning tasks and 
activities. Making visuals too complex for students can lead to confusion and unnecessary 
frustration. So, keep it simple. 
 
Visual tools can be used in so many ways in the language classroom: to activate prior knowledge, 
support language production, integrate cultural realia, and assess student comprehension. In this 
video, you will see examples of visual tools that can be used to serve some of these purposes.  
 
Let’s get started with the visual tool known as Graphic Organizers. A graphic organizer is 
described as “a visual aid that helps language learners understand important ideas and their 
relationship to one another. It can also help students learn key academic vocabulary and 
grammar so that they can engage with each other about content area topics” (Wenniger, 2019). 
Graphic organizers can be used throughout all academic and proficiency levels of language 
learning.  
 
One of the best ways humans learn is by doing. When using graphic organizers, it is important for 
you to introduce the graphic organizer as a support for your students to actively organize the 
content through selecting vocabulary and making meaningful connections. After your students 
have had sufficient time practicing and using the content within the graphic organizer, then this 
support can be removed or taken away. Then, the students can be challenged to use what they 
have learned without it in front of them. 
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With so many graphic organizers from which to choose as a visual aid, many teachers wonder, 
“Where do I start?” Let’s begin with the end in mind. Use these questions to guide your selection 
of a graphic organizer to use: What do you want your students to accomplish in your language 
learning task with this visual tool? Will a graphic organizer be helpful in laying out a framework 
for the completion of this task? Or to follow a model for a specific language goal you want them 
to master? If you answered yes to these questions, then a graphic organizer can help your 
students with organizing the language they will need to complete a task. 
 
Let’s review a commonly used graphic organizer called the Concept Map. In a concept map, you 
write the central theme or the topic in the center circle and then surround it with lines that 
connect to the outer circles. Inside the outer circles, you write the sub-topics that extend that 
theme when discussing the topic. For example, to introduce the vocabulary relevant to the unit 
on Saving the Earth, you may decide to use a concept map to see what vocabulary words 
students already know for saving the Earth or protecting the planet. Let’s try out a concept map 
using this theme as the central idea.  
 

 
“Concept Map” by Kelley Webb is licensed under CC BY 4.0  

 
First, write the topic in the center circle, such as Actions to Save the Earth. Then, draw 5 or 6 
lines out from the center circle to extend the topic into more specific categories, such as 
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relevant vocabulary or actions that demonstrate Saving the Earth. What topics would you write 
outside of the central idea? This is when you could tell your students to brainstorm what those 
specific topics could be, such as recycling or composting. From there you can extend the concept 
map further with more specific vocabulary to discuss these issues by asking questions such as 
“What types of materials can you recycle?”, such as bottles and cans. And “What types of 
materials can you compost?, such as fruit peels and eggshells. Tell students to write these 
specific examples on the lines extending from each sub-topic. 
 

 
“Saving the Earth” by Kelley Webb is licensed under CC BY 4.0  

 
Great work! Graphic organizers can be used in so many ways to present an idea for comparison, 
organize one’s thoughts, or showcase student learning! We just learned about several different 
ways you can use graphic organizers in your instruction to support students’ learning goals. Are 
you interested in challenging your students to process their language learning even further? 
Have THEM create their own graphic organizers that situate the learning material in the best way 
for their understanding. I bet you will see so much more than they can tell you AND you can use 
this task as a formative assessment! Thanks for watching and learning. Now, let’s go do it! 
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Teaching English Through English 
Module 8 Video 2 Script 

Strategies for Making Learning Visually Stimulating 
 
Hello English teachers! Are you ready to power up your English class? Here are some tips for 
making learning visually stimulating. The strategies you will see in this video are: 1) See-Think-
Wonder and 2) Word Walls. These are research-based instructional strategies that target and 
expand language use alongside developing critical thinking skills. One of the advantages of these 
strategies is that they can be used at any level and with any age group. This gives you the 
opportunity to use it with all of your students and multiple times throughout the academic year, 
which is an excellent way to transfer skills throughout language learning. 
 
Let’s start with See-Think-Wonder from Harvard Project Zero (2019). This thinking routine 
stimulates curiosity and sets the stage for critical thinking and inquiry with your students. First, 
select an image that focuses on an object, scene, or cultural event. The most interesting images 
for students to engage with include ones with people, action, or multiple objects that they can 
use to answer these three questions: 1) What do you see? 2) What do you think about that? and 
3) What does it make you wonder?  
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Let’s try this out by using this image of the cultural event of picking pumpkins in the United 
States. Now, pause the video to write down your answers to the questions: 1) What do you  

see? 2) What do you think is going on? and 3) What does it make you wonder? Ok, let’s get 
started.  
 

 
 

 

Welcome back, teachers. How did you feel when answering these three questions? Can you 
visualize how your students might respond? One of the best parts about using this strategy is 
that you can learn a lot about what your students know and have assumptions about as they  
respond to these questions. This is helpful for sharing multiple perspectives and learning to 
appreciate the traditions of other cultures. The See-Think-Wonder thinking routine can be used 
at any point throughout a unit, such as to introduce a lesson to stimulate interest and curiosity. It 
can also be used to conclude a unit to encourage further application of knowledge and 
perspectives. Give it a try! 
 
Ok, now let’s take a look at Word Walls as another strategy for making learning visually 
stimulating. Incorporating word walls into your classroom is a way to build students’ vocabulary 
recognition by making learning visible and interactive. Again, simplicity is key for this strategy 
too. Some of the most useful word walls for students can be maintained by keeping it simple.  
 
Let’s take a look at what some word walls might look like in the classroom. When creating a word 
wall, you will first need to decide the purpose of your word wall for your classroom. Will it be 
used to build vocabulary by theme or to introduce a grammatical structure? How will you display 
your word wall? By alphabet letter, like a dictionary, like this one?  
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 
 
Or by thematic categories, such as “professions”, such as this one?  
 
Profession – Word Wall 

 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 
 
Will it be a permanent fixture on the wall or portable on a poster board, in case you travel 
between classrooms? If you use it in a fixed classroom, think of a location that students can 
easily see and access it.  
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

What materials do you need for students to interact with it? You could use items like paper, 
index cards, sticky notes, magnets, and picturesю 

 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 
 
Next, how will you incorporate the word wall into your instructional practices? One idea is to 
have students draw a picture that is associated with the meaning of a new vocabulary word. 
Another idea is to have a section on the wall with phrases and words you would like students to 
use more frequently in their interactions with each other.  
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

You can even make a section for synonyms and antonyms that students manipulate during 
review time. Most importantly, give your students ownership of the word wall and allow them to 
contribute and interact with it during class.  
 

 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

You could even play a word game, like Bingo or charades! This will keep students engaged with 
using the word wall as a reference tool.  
Thanks for watching and learning. Now, let’s go do it! 

 
Reference 

 
Project Zero. (2019). See/Think/Wonder. Harvard Graduate School of Education. 
https://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/See%20Think%20Wonder.pdf 
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Teaching English Through English 
Module 8 Video 3 Script 

The KWLQ Chart 
 

Hello English teachers! Are you ready to power up your English class? Graphic organizers are a 
fantastic way to engage students and assess their learning throughout an activity. 
 
The KWLQ chart is a variation of the KWL graphic organizer that can be used for assessing 
students’ prior knowledge, learning, and remaining questions after introducing a topic. The K 
stands for the question “What do I Know?” The W is for “What do I Want to know?” The L is for 
“What did I Learn?” And the Q is for “What Questions do I still have?” Here is an image of what 
the graphic organizer looks like all together. 
 

 
 
So, how do you use the KWLQ chart? Let’s take a look at an example using the topic of 
professions and jobs for one’s future. You can have students draw their own KWLQ chart on 
paper or provide a paper copy for them.  
 
First, tell students to select a job or profession they are interested in pursuing in their future. In 
the first column, the K column, they will answer the question about what they know about the 
profession. Students may respond with facts or details they know, such as work hours, skills  
needed, and or types of tasks completed. For example, if a student selects “medical doctor” as 
the profession they are interested in for their future, they might write down that they know 
doctors work long hours at times, must earn a medical degree, and have a specialty skill such as 
surgery, pediatrics, or cardiology.  
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Another way to approach the first column of the KWLQ chart is to use the word “think” within 
the first question. This strategy invites students to include all of their thoughts about a topic and 
not just the facts they know, because knowledge is built over time and starts with one’s own 
ideas. For example, you could ask “What do you think you know about the profession of an 
educator or teacher at a university?” This question opens students’ responses to include 
personal thoughts and ideas in addition to definitive knowledge (Ritchhart & Perkins, 2000). 
 
In the second column, they will write down questions about what they want to know more about 
the profession. This could include questions they might want to ask someone in the profession or 
are just curious about. For the profession of a medical doctor, they might ask, “How many years 
of higher education would someone need to complete in order to become a surgeon?”  
 
Having students complete the first two columns of the KWLQ chart is one way to introduce a 
lesson or unit where students will be exploring more about professions and learning targeted 
grammar applications, such as the future and conditional verb tenses.  
 
Following this introductory activity, students can learn more about specific professions by 
watching videos, reading texts, and hearing from a guest speaker. Then, following the lesson, 
students complete the column about what they learned. For example, students will write they 
learned a medical doctor might work more than eight hours a day, needs great communication 
skills for speaking to patients, and completes between 8-12 years of higher education. 
 
It is likely that students may still have more questions, so the final column is for any new or 
remaining questions they may have after they received the content of the lesson. For example, 
students will write, “Which universities are the best for studying medicine in my country?” 
 
Here is an image of the entire KWLQ chart with these examples. 
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The KWLQ chart is a graphic organizer that teachers can use to quickly assess student 
comprehension and engagement within a lesson or activity because it can be easily collected or 
shared with the teacher.  
 
Thanks for watching and learning. Now, let’s go do it! 
 
 

References 
 
Ritchhart, R., & Perkins, D. N. (2000). Life in the mindful classroom: Nurturing the disposition of 
mindfulness. Journal of Social Issues, 56, 27-47. 
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8.2. Read  
 

Explore ideas for creating and facilitating visually stimulating tasks  by reading at least two 
articles. 

 
§ Article 1: Collaborative Mind Mapping by Melissa Mendelson 

 
o Suited for all levels, this activity provides step-by-step instructions for using "mind 

maps" as a graphic organizer for effectively teaching vocabulary and curricular 
content to language learners.  

o Source: Mendelson, M. (2016). Collaborative mind mapping. English Teaching
 Forum, 54(2), 44-48.
 https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/etf_54_2_pg44-48.pdf 

 
§ Article 2:   How Many Words Is a Picture Worth? Integrating Visual Literacy in Language 

Learning with Photographs by Lottie Baker  
 

o This article connects the importance of visual literacy with language learning
 through meaningful interactions, critical thinking skills, global perspectives, and
 ideas for scaffolding. Strategies and resources are shared to support the use of
 visual tools in the language classroom. 
o Source: Baker, L. (2015). How many words is a picture worth? Integrating 

visualliteracy in language learning with photographs. English Teaching Forum, 
53(4), 2-13. 
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/etf_53_4_pg02-
13_508_0.pdf  
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8.3. Search  

Explore more teaching resources about creating and facilitating visually stimulating tasks by 
searching these websites: 

 
§ American English  
§ Canva  
§ Adobe Spark Meme Maker  
§ QR Code Generator  

(Hint: Try using these keywords in the American English site search box - graphic organizers, 
concept map, visual learning. Type the keywords in the “Search This Site” space located in the top 
right corner of the website. Review the many visually stimulating possibilities with Canva, Adobe 
Spark, and QR Code Generator. ) 

 
Take notes here: 
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Do 
 

 

8.4. Think  

 
Consider the ways you already use or would like to integrate visual tools in your instruction. 
Think about the following questions and write down some thoughts in your journal. 
 

§ Have you successfully used a visually stimulating tool, such as a concept map or another 
graphic organizer? If so, how was the tool a useful resource for your students for the 
lesson or activity? If not, then think about a lesson or activity in which your students had 
difficulty working with the content. 

§ How could using a visual tool, such as a graphic organizer, assist your students with 
understanding a concept more easily? How could using visuals stimulate learning for your 
students? 

§ In what ways could using visual tools challenge your students to think more critically 
about a topic or lesson? 

 
Take notes here: 
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8.5. Create 

 
Create a new or adapt an existing activity/lesson to incorporate the use of a graphic organizer or 
one of the visually stimulating resources from the suggested websites in this module to assist 
students with their development of ideas, communication skills, and activity/assignment 
comprehension. This is an opportunity to learn new teaching ideas/strategies for using visually 
stimulating tasks from each other and enhance your practice. Use the template below when 
creating your activity: 
 
Activity/Lesson Name: 
Grade level / Unit (if applicable): 
Activity Description: 

§ The purpose of this activity is to... 
§ This activity is effective for this lesson because… 
§ Here are some steps to help you use this activity in your classroom… 

 Step 1: 
 Step 2: 
 Step 3: 

 
Note: This will be added to your Portfolio.  

 

 

8.6. Share 

 
Share the activity or strategy you created in the group chat. Be sure you post an activity that you 
have not seen already in the group chat. Please post a brief message and attach a Word 
document, PDF, or PPT slides with your activity. 

Example: 

 
Hello, Colleagues! The activity I want to share as a visually stimulating resource is called 
_____________________________________________________________ (activity title). The 
purpose of this activity is to _______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________. This activity is effective because 
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________. See the three 
simple steps in the attached file for an example on how I use this activity in my classroom to 
increase interaction. (Be sure to attach your activity file.) 
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8.7. Apply 

 
After you share an activity in the group chat, read through your colleagues' activities. Find at 
least one or two new activities in the group chat that you can use in your next class. Apply a new 
activity from this module in your next class. If it was a success, be sure to send a message and tell 
your colleague "Thank you!" and why it was effective. 
 
Take notes here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8.8. Reflect  
 
 
 
 
 

Write 1-2 paragraphs to reflect on Module 8 (300-500 words). You may use what you have 
created, shared, and applied in the previous tasks.  
 
Note: This will be added to your Portfolio.  

Take notes here: 
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Module 8 Checklist:  
  
    I watched three videos.  

      I read two articles.  
      I searched for a few new web resources to help my teaching.  
      I thought about integrating visual tools in my instruction and wrote down some reflections. 
      I created a new activity or adapted an existing activity using visually stimulating resources 
         to promote meaningful language learning in my classroom. 
      I shared my visually rich activity with my colleagues on Telegram.  
      I applied at least one new visually rich activity from my Telegram group in my teaching  
         context. 
      I wrote 1-2 paragraphs to reflect on my learning in Module 8. 


