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Module 9: Start Here 
 

"If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his 
head.  If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart."  

‒ Nelson Mandela 

 
Language is what unites people. Whether it is through brief interactions or deep conversations, 
communication comes in many forms. In this module, you will explore how discussions and 
debates can strengthen students’ language proficiency and confidence. These are two forms of 
communication that also encourage critical thinking and build intercultural competence. 
 
By the end of this module, you will be able to: 
 

§ describe the benefits of communicative language teaching through discussions
 and debates and how to use them in the EFL classroom 
§ explore various cooperative learning and interactive language tasks and strategies
 that build language proficiency and a classroom discourse community 
§ develop higher order thinking questions that encourage critical thinking in the
 classroom 
§ design ways you plan to integrate and manage learning activities that support a
 communicative approach for language learning in your classroom 
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Explore 
 

 
9.1. Watch 

 
Explore ideas for facilitating discussions and debates by watching three videos. 
 

§ Video 1: Discussion Activities 
 

o This video will introduce you to some ideas for stimulating discussions and setting 
expectations for these activities in your language classroom.  

o Click here for the PDF of the script for Video 1. 
o Link to YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Is2Occp53nk 

 

 
 

 
§ Video 2: Debates in the Language Classroom 

o This video will introduce you to some ideas for organizing and facilitating debates 
in the language classroom, such as Bucket of Prompts and Mock Debates. 

o Click here for the PDF of the script for Video 2. 
o Link to YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NBf3pkHwY1Y 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

4 

 

 

 
§ Video 3: Higher Order Thinking Questions 

 
o This video will introduce you to the steps for developing higher order thinking 

questions that encourage critical thinking. 
o Click here for the PDF of the script for Video 3. 
o Link to YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FE8wW9jLk3g 
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Teaching English Through English 
Module 9 Video 1 Script 

Discussion Activities  

Hello English teachers! Are you ready to power up your English class? Here are some tips for 
using discussion-based activities in your class. Getting students engaged in language learning 
through cooperative learning activities and interpersonal, interactive tasks can help build their 
proficiency levels. Also, students can be motivated to develop their communication skills.  
Discussions are a natural way for students to communicate and develop their language and 
critical thinking skills through effective questioning techniques.  

With so many types of interactive language activities to choose from on the internet and in 
textbook resources, it can be overwhelming to know which ones will work best for your 
students. What can really help them learn the skills needed for communicating with others in 
English? I will share a few examples with you that have been shown to be effective strategies 
for engaging students in discussions.  

One activity for stimulating discussions is called Tower Build. This conversation-based 
discussion activity gives students the opportunity to negotiate meaning and encourage one 
another to stay on the same topic. Put 3-4 students in one group to optimize participation and 
engagement. Give students cubes, such as Legos or another sort of stacking item, which they 
use to build a tower as they contribute to the conversation. When they add an idea, agree, 
disagree, or ask a question to a group member, they will add an item to their tower.  

One member of the group starts the conversation with a statement or question about a topic.  
Topics can be prepared in advance. The goal is to keep the conversation going until no one has 
anything else to say. Each member will add a cube to the tower for contributing to the 
conversation. Students can be assigned a specific-colored cube and encouraged to use targeted 
vocabulary, grammatical structures, or expressions to add additional cubes to the tower. This 
activity can also be used as a formative assessment as a visual representation of students’ 
participation for their contribution to the tower they build. At the end of the activity, you can 
see whose tower is the highest in the class!  

Before implementing discussion activities, teachers must first set clear expectations, classroom 
norms, and goals for students to use the English language grammar skills and vocabulary they 
are learning in class. Some examples may include: Be polite and courteous to others. Listen 
attentively. Be respectful and supportive of peers. Speak clearly, slowly, and loud enough to be 
heard by the group. Maintain good eye contact. 
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Think about the following questions before you begin your next discussion activity in class: How 
will you explain the instructions to your students in a comprehensible way? What activity 
materials need to be prepared in advance? How will you monitor student performance? How will 
you check for student understanding? How will you manage transitions during discussions and/or 
debates in your classroom?  

As a side note, when incorporating discussion-based activities, like these, your classroom climate 
may seem louder and more chaotic than usual. However, there are many ways to manage your 
classroom and still have students participate in discussions in an organized way.  As language 
teachers, we know that students must have opportunities for authentic interactions with others 
to practice their language skills. Discussion based activities are important for language learning 
and teachers must be willing to give them a try so students can develop interpersonal 
communication skills.  
 
Thanks for watching and learning. Now, let’s go do it! 
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Teaching English Through English 
Module 9 Video 2 Script 

Debates in the Language Classroom 
 
Hello English teachers! Are you ready to power up your English class? Here are some tips for using 
classroom debates.  What do you imagine when you think of the word “debate”? Maybe you felt 
as if this is an activity you would never consider using in your language classroom. Why is that? 
Let’s take a moment to think through what participating in debates could do for language learning. 
 
Debates are another style of discussion-based activities that focus on presenting a claim and 
supporting it with evidence. In a typical debate, there are two sides or claims for the topic of 
discussion. For classroom debates, you can divide the class into two teams, or you can select 
individuals to participate on opposing sides of the topic. Each side presents their claim in an 
opening statement and supports it with reasons and evidence. Then, each side has an opportunity 
to provide a counter argument or a statement of opposition. To conclude, each side presents a 
closing statement that summarizes their perspective and opinion on the issue.  
 

 
Depending on the language goals you have set for your students, debates can also include 
making a decision after all sides of the topic have been discussed. You could even incorporate a 
classroom vote to determine the outcome of the popular opinion of your students. These are 
some ideas to initiate your thinking on possible topics for debates. Let’s continue thinking about 
these ideas as I give two suggestions for debate style activities that you can try. 
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The first activity is called Bucket of Prompts. For this activity, create a list of 10-20 topics to 
debate. There may already be many topics embedded in your textbook and curriculum that 
make for excellent debate topics. Take a look and find some!  
 
For example, many language curriculums include the topic of schools and the rules for dress 
code and uniform requirements. This is an engaging and relative topic to students in high school 
because they likely have an opinion about a particular school rule being enforced. Topics of 
celebrities, entertainment, and fashion can also be used as natural topics of debate for gathering 
opinions, particularly at the secondary level.  
 
Next, tell students to draw a prompt from the bucket to debate in front of the class. Encourage 
them to offer their opinion with a particular stance on the topic, which may include evidence or 
reasoning. Then, offer time for the other students to pose a question or state an opposing 
opinion of the topic. Your students can also create their own topics to place in the bucket of  
prompts. Creating the topics as a class activity can lead to more student input, which would help 
you design the topics toward their interests. A modification to this activity could be dividing the 
class in groups instead of two teams so that more students have the opportunity to talk.  
 
Now, let’s take a look at a second activity called the Mock Debate. A mock-debate is a simulation 
of a real debate but situated in the classroom. You may decide to randomly divide students in 
two groups or have them select which side they prefer to represent. You could even assign 
students to the opposing side, so they are challenged to think of outside perspectives.  
Let’s use a graphic organizer to plan what students might say in a classroom debate.  
 
Using a graphic organizer, students can plan out their claim, reasons, evidence, counter 
arguments, and closing statement in advance. For example, if we were to debate the topic of 
school uniform requirements, then we would start out by writing our opening statement either 
for or against this topic. Let’s take a look at an example: 
 
Mock Debate - Graphic Organizer 
Topic: Should schools require students to wear uniforms? 
 

Team A Team B 

Opening Statement (Claim) 
Yes! Schools should require students to wear 
uniforms. 

Opening Statement (Claim) 
No, schools should not require students to 
wear uniforms. 

Reasons/Evidence 
Wearing uniforms gives a sense of community 
among students. Also, students don’t have to 

Counterclaim 
There are many other ways to create 
community in a school, like joining clubs 
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worry about what clothes they are going to 
wear each day.  

and organizations. School uniforms are 
uncomfortable too, especially if you have to 
wear them every day. 
 
Reasons/Evidence 
For many students, selecting their own 
clothes provides a sense of personal 
identity.   

Counterclaim/Refutation 
When all students wear the same uniform at 
special events, it makes it easier to identify 
everyone in the club or on a team. Also, wearing 
school uniforms can help families save money on 
the expense of buying new clothes each year.  
 
Closing Statement 
Schools should make life easier and less 
expensive for students and families by requiring 
students to wear uniforms. 

Closing Statement 
Schools should not require students to wear 
uniforms because it takes away personal 
freedoms of choice and comfort.  

 
To conclude, give students time to practice the debate format. This could be done through an 
impromptu discussion using a different topic, but it allows students to participate in the flow of a 
debate by presenting a claim, stating reasons and evidence, countering the opposition, and 
giving a closing statement. This could also be done in small groups. 
 
Good luck and have fun with debates in your language class! You could even collaborate with the 
history or science teacher on topics to debate. 
 
Thanks for watching and learning. Now, let’s go do it! 
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Teaching English Through English 
Module 9 Video 3 Script 

Higher Order Thinking Questions 
 
Hello English teachers! Are you ready to power up your English class? Here are some tips for 
developing higher order thinking questions. These are also known as HOT questions. The success 
of every class discussion all depends on the development of effective questions.  
 
The key to stimulating discussion in the language classroom is to develop questions that spark 
students’ depth of knowledge, rather than ones that can be answered with one or two words. If 
our intentions as language teachers are to lead students in successful class discussions or 
debates, then “How do we develop higher order thinking questions?”  
 
HOT questions should be developed so that opinions can be formed, and points of view can be 
shared. There is certainly a place for asking questions that elicit recall of foundational 
knowledge, comprehension, and application on a topic. For example, “yes/no” questions are 
suitable for novice language learners when they are learning new vocabulary and grammatical 
structures. However, asking and answering “yes/no” questions can only get one so far in 
developing a discussion because they do not promote further conversation. Even at the novice 
level of language instruction, students can deepen their own development of asking and 
answering HOT questions that promote critical thinking and opportunities to express their 
perspectives and opinions. 
 
Now, let’s engage in an activity together where we can practice developing rich discussion 
questions. You could also do this activity in any level of your language classes to help students 
understand the function of effective questioning skills and give them an opportunity to practice 
developing their own HOT questions.  
 
First, we will need to start with a topic. Let’s talk about food, as we can probably all agree is a 
motivating topic that we can discuss. You can also pick from any topics in your curricula or 
textbook, as long as you make sure it is a topic that will promote discussion. Now, what about 
food will promote discussion?  
 
The next step is to form into groups to develop questions on this topic that will promote 
discussion so that people’s opinions and perspectives can be shared. For the purposes of this 
video activity, you will work on your own, but I will guide you through the exercise as if you were 
a member of a group in your class. 
 
For the first part of the activity, everyone in the group will create three discussion questions 
about the topic being studied. Take a moment to write down three questions about food that 
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you think will prompt discussion. If you need more time, you can pause this video and resume 
when you are ready.  

Welcome back! Now that everyone has written down three discussion questions, let’s take a 
closer look at the types of questions that you developed. I will use some examples for you to 
consider and compare with your own. 
 
The way in which we structure questions can determine the ways in which responses are given. 
In a way, questions set the stage for responses. In a communicative language classroom, 
designing questions that elicit and prompt discussion is essential for students’ development of 
language proficiency skills. It also develops their confidence in communicating. Take a look at 
these question examples.  
 
Question Examples            Definitive Responses OR Extending Discussion  

Do you like food? definitive 

What kinds of food do you like?  definitive 

Why do you like x (food)? Minimally 
extending 

If you had to choose between x (food) or x (food), which would you choose 
and why? 

Moderately 
extending 

You have been asked to host a dinner event for a group of exchange students 
from around the world. What food selections would you make for the event? 
Justify your rationale for each choice. 

Maximum 
extension 

 
Which of these questions might stimulate the most discussion? Notice how the first two elicit a 
short response, maybe a “yes or no” or a one- or two-word response. Neither of these questions 
will likely extend discussion beyond the short response. Let’s take a look at the third question. 
The third question extends the response a bit further because by asking a “why” question, the 
response encourages an explanation. How do you think this question could be improved to be a 
better discussion question?  
 
Now, let’s take a look at the last two questions. Would you consider these higher order thinking 
questions? Why or why not? The last two questions seem to invite the response to become 
more developed and extensive because more context is given, and the questions elicit a two-part 
response.  
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Keep in mind that higher order thinking questions are developed using the three upper tier levels 
of Bloom’s taxonomy. The performance actions at these levels push learners toward analyzing, 
evaluating, and creating.  
 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

 
 
When doing this activity with your class, the ideal group size is four people. Understandably, you 
may need to work with the class size that you have and make modifications for your classroom 
context.  
 
Now, what kinds of questions did you create in the Brainstorm at the beginning of this video? I 
invite you to share them with your colleagues and consider doing a similar activity with your 
students to engage in what effective discussion questions look like. You can create a similar 
activity, have students share their questions about a topic, and then discuss them as a class as to 
whether they are HOT or not! 
 
Thanks for watching and learning. Now, let’s go do it! 
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9.2. Read  
 

Explore ideas for facilitating discussions and debates by reading at least two articles. 

 
§ Article 1: Navigating Discussions and Debates in the EFL Classroom by Kelley Webb 

 
o This article describes the purpose of discussions and debates in the English 

language classroom. Strategies for successful implementation are included. 
o Source: Webb, K. (2021). Navigating discussions and debates in the EFL 

Classroom. Teaching English through English: English Speaking Nation for 
Uzbekistan Program. 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uEuXBHagpDB0pNxAtZtZspryKfELm7Gf/view?us
p=sharing 

 
§ Article 2:   Critiquing Questions by Lynn W. Zimmerman 

 
o This article describes the teaching technique of developing stimulating discussion 

questions for the language classroom. Step-by-step instructions and a copy of the 
activity worksheet is included. 

o Source: Zimmerman, L.W. (2015). Critiquing questions. English Teaching Forum, 
53(3), 32-34. 
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/06_etf_53-
3_6_tt_zimmerman.pdf 

 
§ Article 3: Bring it On: How to Get Students Fired Up about English with ESL Debates by 

Vicky Papadopoulou  
 

o This blog post shares practical information about using debates in the English 
language classroom. 

o Source: Papadopoulou, V. (n.d.). Bring it on: How to get students fired up about 
English with ESL debates. FluentU English Educator Blog. 
https://www.fluentu.com/blog/educator-english/esl-debates/ (Click here to view 
a PDF of this blog post.) 
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9.3. Search  

Explore more teaching resources about facilitating discussions and debates by searching these 
websites: 
  

§ American English Resources page  
 

§ STAR TALK: Classroom Activities Collection Under the Featured Activities, click the three 
Discover more...buttons to view examples of activities for interpretive, interpersonal, and 
presentation modes of communication. 

§ Cult of Pedagogy Click on the magnifying glass in the upper right corner of the website to 
type your keywords to search. 

 
(Hint: Try using these keywords: discussions, debates, conversations, engagement) 

 
Take notes here: 
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Do 
 

 

9.4. Think  

 
Consider the ways you already use or would like to integrate and manage learning activities that 
support a communicative approach for language learning in your classroom. Think about the 
following questions and write down some thoughts in your journal. 
 

§ What do “discussions” and “debates” look like for you? How about in your  
  classroom instruction? 
§ How do you usually get students interested in discussing a new topic in your class? 
 
§ How do you generally select the topics of discussion for class? Do students have any 
  choice or input in selecting topics? 

 
§ What are your challenges and possible solutions for facilitating discussions and 
  debates in your language classroom? 

 
Take notes here: 
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9.5. Create 

 
This module introduced several ideas for integrating discussion activities and debates in your 
language classroom. Based on your preference, choose one of the following tasks: 
After reading “Critiquing Questions”, create a question bank with 3-5 question starters you can 
use in a discussion or debate activity. 
OR 
 
Select an image that connects to one of your lessons or units. Create Higher Order Thinking 
(HOT) Questions to engage students in discussion on that image. Post in your portfolio. 
 
OR 
 
Create a list of debate topics that align with your curricula. Post a “Bucket of Prompts” in your 
portfolio.  
 
Use the template below when creating your activity: 
Activity/Lesson Name: 
Grade level / Unit (if applicable): 
Activity Description: 

§ The purpose of this activity is to… 
§ These activity will be effective for this lesson/unit because… 
§ Here are some steps to help you use this activity in your classroom… 
 

 Step 1: 
 Step 2: 
 Step 3: 
 

Note: This will be added to your Portfolio.  

Take notes here: 
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9.6. Share 

 
Share the discussion or debate activity you created in the group chat. Be sure you post an 
activity that you have not seen already in the group chat. Please post a brief message and attach 
a Word document, PDF, or PPT slides with your activity description. 
 
Example 

Hello, Colleagues! The discussion or debate activity I want to share is called 
___________________________________ (activity title). The purpose of this activity is to 
____________________________________________________. This activity is effective 
because_______________________________________________________________________
________________. See the attached file for an example on how I use this activity in my 
classroom. (Be sure to attach your activity file.) 

 

 

9.7. Apply 

 
After you share an activity in the group chat, read through your colleagues' activities. Find at 
least one or two new activities in the group chat that you can use in your next class. Apply a new 
activity from this module in your next class. If it was a success, be sure to send a message and tell 
your colleague "Thank you!" and why it was effective. 
 
Take notes here: 
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9.8. Reflect  
 
 
 
 
 

Write 1-2 paragraphs to reflect on Module 9 (300-500 words). You may use what you have 
created, shared, and applied in the previous tasks. 
 
Note: This will be added to your Portfolio.  

Take notes here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

34 

 

 

Module 9 Checklist:  
  
    I watched three videos.  

      I read three articles.  
      I searched for a few new web resources to help my teaching.  
      I thought about how I use discussions and debates and wrote down some reflections. 
      I created questions or topics for use in a debate or discussion. 
      I shared my questions for a discussion or debate activity with my colleagues on Telegram.  
      I applied at least one new discussion or debate activity from my Telegram group in my  
          teaching context. 
      I wrote 1-2 paragraphs to reflect on my learning in Module 9. 


